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NCPARC/NCHS 2026 Annual Meeting Agenda

6" North Carolina Congrcss of Hcrpctologg

April 17-19, NC Zoo

Friday, April 17"
12:30 — 1:00 pm Arrival, check-in, and silent auction drop-off
1:00 —1:30 Welcome, NCPARC — NCHS overview, PARC update
1:30-2:15 1. Conservation Programs of the North Carolina Zoo
Dustin Smith, Chris Shupp, and Shaina Lampert, North Carolina Zoo
2:15-2:30 2. Population Ecology of Weller’s Salamanders (Plethodon welleri) at Two Different
Elevations
Aidan Gardner, Appalachian State University
2:30 —-2:45 Break
2:45-3:00 3. Mortality Event in Rainbow Snakes Linked to Snake Fungal Disease
Dane Conley, Virginia Tech
3:00 —3:30 4. Stable Isotopes Reveal Demographic Variation and Individual Repeatability in Diet of
Eastern Box Turtles
John Roe, University of North Carolina Pembroke
3:30 —4:00 5. The Effects of Elevation on Abundance Estimates of a Montane Salamander Assemblage
in the Southern Appalachians
Zac Spicer, Appalachian State University
4:00 —-4:15 Break
4:15 -4:45 6. Population Genetics of North Carolina's Timber Rattlesnakes
Kara Carlson, North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
4:45 —5:30 7. Who’s in a Name? North Carolina’s Herpetological Eponyms
Jeff Beane, North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences
5:30 -5:40 Announcements
5:40 — 6:00 Break & Social
6:00 — 9:30 pm Poster Session, Silent Auction, and Social (food served 6-8pm)



Saturday, April 18"

8:30 - 9:00 am
9:00 - 9:15
9:15-9:45
9:45 -10:00
10:00 — 10:30
10:30 - 11:00
11:00-11:15

11:15-11:45 pm

11:45-12:00
12:00 - 12:30
12:30-1:30
1:30-2:30
2:30-3:30
3:30-4:00
4:00 —4:30
4:30-5:00
5:00 — 6:00

6:00 — 9:30 pm

Arrival, welcome, and announcements

8. Environmental Drivers of Southern Toad (4naxyrus terrestris) and Carpenter Frog
(Lithobates virgatipes) Calling Activity and Distribution in a Loblolly Pine Plantation
Joel Mota, North Carolina State University

9. Importance of Gopher Tortoise Burrows to Some Amphibians and Other Reptiles
Bob Zappalorti, Herpetological Associates

Break

10. Invasive Ants and Their Influence on Reptile and Amphibian Habitats in the
Southeastern United States

Kaitlin Campbell, University of North Carolina Pembroke

11. Opportunistic Observations of Sneaky Male Strategies (Kleptogamy) in Wild
Cottonmouths, Agkistrodon piscivorus

Fred Boyce, North Carolina Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores

Break

12. Scale-optimized Habitat Analysis Using Drone Photogrammetry: Diamond-backed
Terrapin Nest Site Selection in Mississippi [ Virtual talk via Zoom]

Iwo Gross, Auburn University

13. Dietary Niche Partitioning in Three Large Plethodon in the North Carolina
Appalachians

Maxwell Ramey, Appalachian State University

14. The Invasive Red-eared Slider Turtle (Trachemys scripta elegans) in North Carolina
Bryan Stuart, North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences

Group Photo, Lunch
NCHS Business Session, and NCPARC working group reports
Live Auction

15. An Update on Science-based Management Efforts for Alligators in North Carolina
Alicia Wassmer, North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

16. Occupancy of Stream Breeding Salamanders in Headwater Streams of the Southern
Appalachians Post Hurricane Helene
Jacob Twersky, Appalachian State University

17. Cognition and Social Behavior in Captive Corn Snakes
Cliff Zeyl, Wake Forest University

Raffle Drawing, Announcements, & Social

Taco Bar (6-8pm), Poster Session, Silent Auction (ends at 8:30pm)



Sunday, April 19"

Field Opportunities:

1. Uwharrie National Forest (Montgomery and Randolph cos.)
Join Jeff Beane (Herpetology Collection Manager, NC Museum of Natural Sciences) and Stephanie Horton
(Special Projects Coordinator, NC Natural Heritage Program), for a look at habitat and herpetofaunal diversity
in the Uwharrie National Forest. Home to more than 70 amphibian and reptile species, the Uwharries are North
Carolina's oldest mountains, and the largest block of relatively intact forested habitat remaining in the
Piedmont. They include some of the best remaining Piedmont strongholds for several uncommon and declining
species, including the Timber Rattlesnake, Scarlet Kingsnake, Scarletsnake, and Mole Salamander. Limit 12
people.

2. Ridges Mountain Nature Preserve
Come and explore the Ridges Mountain Nature Preserve with NCWRC staff Jeff Hall and Nathan Vaughan, as
well as Betsy Roznik from the NC Zoo. Located in Randolph County, slightly west of Asheboro, Ridges
Mountain is protected in partnership by the NC Zoo, the Piedmont Land Conservancy, the NC Natural Heritage
Program, and The Conservation Fund. Home to several high-quality natural communities, such as upland pools,
upland depression swamp forest, Piedmont monadnock forest, and oak-hickory forest, this site offers great
opportunities for a variety of herp species. We will use this field trip as a mini bioblitz to document what we
find. Limit 15 people.

3. Sandhills Gameland (Scotland Co., NC)
Join Aubrey Greene, herpetologist with NCWRC, on a herp-fueled trip through the Sandhills Gameland.
Comprised of approximately 65,000 acres, the Sandhills Gameland is owned and managed by the NC Wildlife
Resources Commission. Many different natural communities can be found on the property, supporting a variety
of some of North Carolina's rarest reptiles and amphibians and including newly described species. We will
likely target recently burned upland longleaf where we can help participants understand the importance of
prescribed fire in maintaining the diversity of plant and animal life that makes this property one of the best
places for enjoying nature in the southeast. Will we hear Pine Barrens Treefrogs calling from shrubby seeps,
find a Pine Snake soaking up the warmth on a recent burn, uncover Carolina Sandhills Salamanders along
boggy drainages, or spot a Southern Hognose crossing a road? Join us to find out! Also use this as an
opportunity to gain familiarity with the HerpMapper app for your smartphone to maintain records of your
encounters while also aiding conservation. Limit 12 people.

4. Behind-the-scenes Tour of New Asia Exhibit at the NC Zoo
Join NC Zoo staff for a sneak peek at the reptiles and amphibians of the new Asia expansion. This will take 45-
60 minutes. While the exhibit will not open until summer, we are providing a tour for a small group of NC Herp
Congress attendees to see some of the behind-the-scenes herp areas of this new expansion. Time will likely be
from 10:00-11:15am, although more details will be provided at the Congress. Limit 10 people.

5. Self-tour of the NC Zoo (provided free of charge)
Spend the day on your own among the many wonderful exhibits with species from all over the world at the NC
Zoo. Your NC Herp Congress name tag is your admission ticket. Unlimited.



Additional Meeting Details:

MEETING page can be found here: https://ncparc.org/congress-of-herpetology/. On-site registration will be
available and will include snacks and drinks throughout the meeting, but anyone who did not pre-register should
plan to bring their own food for meals.

The NCHS HERP SHOP will have items for sale including an assortment of T-shirts, books, posters, greeting

cards, mugs, jewelry, and other items. Do all your Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ Day, and summer birthday shopping

in one spot! (Volunteers may be needed to help staff the Herp Shop during the meeting. If you are available and
interested, please contact Sandy Durso.)

AUCTIONS: Always one of the more entertaining features of our meetings, we will have both a live and silent
auction. Auctions will feature the usual (or unusual) assortment of herpetologically-oriented items. Bring
money and a bidding attitude. Credit cards will be accepted. If you have items to donate (literature, prints,
photos, posters, artwork, cages, hooks, field equipment, decorative items, toys, clothing, jewelry, etc.), please
bring them to the meeting (early), or get them to Jeff Beane or Jeff Hall before the meeting. No live herps or
herp parts will be auctioned, but almost anything else goes (as long as it lies somewhere near the realm of
legality). Items donated to the auction are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. Proceeds will be split
between NCPARC and NCHS.

RAFFLE: This meeting’s raffle will again feature an item made and donated by Joe Morgan. This time around,
Joe has donated a mud salamander — see pic below. Raffle tickets will be available at the registration table for
$1 each. You may buy as many as you want, and you need not be present to win. The drawing will be held at
the end of the meeting.



https://ncparc.org/congress-of-herpetology/

Both Friday and Saturday nights will feature a SOCIAL with POSTER SESSION. Plan to stay for these if
you can—our socials are always enjoyable, and an excellent way to get to know other members. Abstracts of
presentations and posters will be made available to all attendees and online.

FIELD TRIPS will be held on Sunday. Trips are listed above. Final details will be announced at the meeting.
There are no additional fees to attend the field trips on Sunday, but attendees must be registrants of the meeting.

ACCOMMODATIONS

Comfort Inn

1113 E Dixie Dr

Asheboro, NC 27203

336-636-5222
https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/XF16S0
$94 rate for king or 2 queens

Quality Inn

825 W Dixie Dr

Asheboro, NC 27205

336-493-4046
https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/YI111C8
$94 rate for 2 queens

Fairfield Inn and Suites

920 Executive Way

Asheboro, NC 27203

336-626-9197
https://app.marriott.com/reslink?id=1768935591812&key=GRP&app=resvlink
$129 rate for 2 queens

Hampton Inn

1137 E. Dixie Drive

Asheboro, NC 27203

336-625-9000
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/asbnchx-ncc-¢031bcfd-5a46-411e-8be0-253339¢b8b13/
$149 rate for king or 2 queens
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